Youth as Agents of Peace

Background

The purpose of this briefing note is to highlight on the initiatives undertaken with youth so far in light of the post-election events that occurred. The briefing includes information, though not exhaustive, on activities being undertaken in partnership with external partners as well as joint initiatives of Partners and Youth Section and Safer Cites programme.

Soon after the elections, youth groups in Nairobi approached UN-HABITAT to provide support in responding to the humanitarian situation emanating from the post-election unrest. Subsequently, the Executive Director of UN-HABITAT authorized US$20,000 towards this effort. 

UN-Habitat, Youth and the Red Cross

Since Kenya Red Cross Society has been identified as the leading humanitarian relief agency, UN-Habitat has entered into partnership with this organization to engage young people who will be actively participating in the distribution of relief supplies. In addition, the main component of the cooperation is to train and facilitate young people as peace builders to promote peace and reconciliation in affected slum areas. 

Locations to be Covered
The Project will support humanitarian relief and peace building in identified slum areas around Nairobi, namely, Kibera, Mathare, Korogocho, Fuata Nyayo, Dandora, Huruma and Kawangware. Moreover, the project aims to look at these areas in order to determine with the assistance of youth, the extent of damage, and to recommend response interventions and strategies that will support rebuilding and meeting shelter, livelihood and entrepreneurship needs in these communities. Interventions in these affected areas will be carried out with the assistance of youth and youth groups from the UN-HABITAT supported Nairobi One Stop Youth Centre and those from other satellite centres around Nairobi.

UN-HABITAT and the Red Cross signed a Cooperation Agreement that came into effect at the end of January 2008. The agreement supports a twelve-month project, entitled Youth as Agents of Peace that will engage some 120 young people from the identified urban affected areas surrounding Nairobi to play a proactive role in finding a solution to the conflict and humanitarian situation in urban areas. 

One of the initial activities will be the distribution of food and relief supplies by young people. The youth identified by Red Cross and UN-HABITAT will work together in implementing this activity.

Based on preliminary consultations with the Kenya Red Cross, affected youth, and on the recommendation of the UN-HABITAT’s Rapid Assessment on the Impact of Post Election Violence in Nairobi Report, the following areas of intervention have been identified; 

· Peace Dialogue (4 February, 2008)

· Training Needs Assessment and Peace building Training of Trainers Programme (5 February 2008) 

· Skills training to support reconstruction needs and improve livelihoods 

· Blood Donation Drive (31 January to 2 February, 2008)

· Production of multi-media products through urban youth expression initiatives
The entities parties to the Cooperation Agreement and youth participating in the Project have identified the PeaceNet Trust to design and carryout the training needs assessment and training programme.

Intra-agency collaboration

The Partners and Youth Section and the Safer Cities Programme will jointly identify and mobilize young people from surrounding areas in Nairobi to participate in a series of events responding to the situation of young people following the post-election violence and the launch of the National Peace Prevention Week. Other UN agencies at the Gigiri Headquarters have been briefed and requested to provide inputs. The events include:

Youth Peace Dialogue, 4 February, 2008

Some 500 young people will attend a Peace Programme at the Gigiri Complex. Components of the programme include:

· The Executive Director and Director-General of UNON, Mrs. Anna Tibaijuka will lead a panel and dialogue session for young people. Other invited panelists  and United Nations sister Agencies focal persons, youth and stakeholders . This will be followed by a ceremony at the UN Peace Pole.
Youth as Agents of Peace - Training of Trainers, January to December 2008 

The implementation of the above component of the Youth as Agents of Peace Project commenced on 5 February and will be held at the UN Headquarters in Gigirii. This session will provide an opportunity for young people to exchange experiences on the various peace initiatives that are ongoing. It will also serve as a platform to conduct an in-depth training needs assessment. UN-HABITAT’s frameworks on crime prevention and post conflict rehabilitation and reconstruction will also be emphasized.

National Crime Prevention Week, February 2008

· The Partners and Youth Section has been collaborating with the Safer Cities Programme to plan the programme for the proposed week. Possible interventions of the Section include, a youth dialogue session on the use of urban expressions for preacebuilding and crime prevention; and holding of Training of Trainers Sessions on conflict resolution. 

· Building on the synergies created between the Safer Cities Programme crime prevention framework and the Youth as Agents of Peace Project. 

The Way Forward

The Safer Cities Programme National Peace Prevention Week has been identified as a framework for institutionalizing the efforts of the Youth as Agents of Peace Project and other interventions. UN International Youth Day and the World Urban Forum 4 (World Urban Youth Forum) are other fora through which young people will engage one another in discussing peace initiatives focusing on the following themes:

· Harmonious neighborhoods

· Promoting respect and tolerance 

· Anger management 

· Unity and diversity

· Conflict resolution 
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